SAFER-MEDIA INITIATIVE

BASELINE SURVEY REPORT

ON THE REPRESENTATION OF MARGINALISED VOICES
AND REPORTING OF LOCAL ISSUES IN THE MEDIA

An implementation of the SJ-ICAP Project under the

Collaborative Media Project of the WSCIJ

MAY 2022

m MacArthur
@

Foundation

This report is produced with support from the Wole Soyinka Centre for Investigative Journalism (WSClJ)
under the Collaborative Media Engagement for Development Inclusivity and Accountability project
(Collaborative Media Project) funded by the MacArthur Foundation.




Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

SAFER-MEDIA INITIATIVE

BASELINE SURVEY REPORT

ON THE REPRESENTATION OF MARGINALISED VOICES
AND REPORTING OF LOCAL ISSUES IN THE MEDIA

An implementation of the SJ-ICAP Project under the
Collaborative Media Project of the WSCIJ







Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

TABLE OF CONTENT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 3
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 4
LIST OF TABLES 5
LIST OF FIGURES 6
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 7
CHAPTER ONE

Introduction and Background of Study 8
CHAPTER TWO

Survey Methodology and Implementation 10
CHAPTER THREE

Survey Findings 12
Conclusion and Recommendations 39
References 40

Appendix 41




B

"
& -~
= ? = Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

afer-Media Initiative wishes to appreciate everyone who contributed to
the drafting, development and implementation of the baseline survey.

We appreciate the MacArthur Foundation for providing funding support. The
indefatigable team at the Wole Soyinka Centre for Investigative Journalism
(WSCTJ) ably led by Motulayo Alaka and supported by the programme Officer,
Samson Ademola is appreciated for the unflinching support in coordinating
The Collaborative Media Engagement for Development, Inclusion and
Accountability (The Collaborative Media Project) under which this activity of
the SMI's Strengthening Journalism - Independence, Capacity and Presence (SJ-
ICAP) projectis carried out.

The invaluable effort of Mrs. Fidelis Regina of the National Bureau of Statistics,
NBS and Terkura David in this process is highly appreciated. The team
members at SMI also appreciate their Executive Director; Mr. Iorter Peter for
proper guidance and inspirational leadership, and Mr. Sunday Chukwu for his

technical input.




B

"
& -~
= ? = Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

AMAC Abuja Municipal Area Council

ETC Et Cetera

FCT Federal Capital Territory

LAC Local Area Councils

NBS National Bureau of Statistics

SMI Safer-Media Initiative

SJ-ICAP Strengthening Journalism - Independence, Capacity and
Presence

SPSS Statistical Package for Social Sciences

WSCIJ Wole Soyinka Centre for Investigative Journalism




&

&
~x

b

? = Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

LIST OF TABLES
Table1; Response Rate to Baseline Survey
Table 2; Survey Core Indicators

Table 3; Well Reporting of Issues Affecting Their Local Community
Table 4; The Report of The News on Performance of The Chairman of The

Area Council
Table5; ReportonIssues of Bad Governance at The Local Council
Table 6; Report of Issues Affecting the Local Community in The News
Table 7; Issues you find more often in the news by age

Table§; Growingrate o f Poverty reported by Age

Table9; Access to Good Water Reported by Age

Table 10; Health Reported by Age

Table11; Education Reported by Age

Table12; Youth Unemployment Reported by Age

Table 13; Issues Affecting Women Reported by Age

Table 14; Issues Affecting Children Reported by Age

Table 15; Regulatory Failure Reported by Age

Table 16; Farming Reported by Age

Table17; People Living With Disabilities Reported by Age

Table 18; Government Accountability Reported by Age

Table 19; Conflict Reported by Age

Table 20; Others Reported by Age

Table 21; Overall, rate the level of Media Coverage of issues around your
Community by Age

Table 22; Do you think when issues that affect people in this Community

are Reported inthe News by Age




B

"
& -~
= ? = Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

LIST OF FIGURES
Figurel; Response Rate
Figure2; Sex of responders
Figure 3; Marital Status
Figure4; Educational Qualification

Figure5; Occupation

Figure 6; Disability

Figure7; News Through Conventional Media

Figure8; Other News Source

Figure9; Well Reporting of Issues Affecting Their Local Community

Figure10;  TheReportof The News on Performance of The Chairman of The
Area Council

Figure1l,  ReportonIssues of Bad Governance at The Local Council

Figure12;  ReportofIssues Affecting the Local Community in The News

Figure13;  IssuesFound More Ofteninthe News

Figure14,  Growing Rate of Poverty

Figure15;  AccesstoGood Water

Figure1l6;  Health

Figure17;  Education

Figure18;  Youth Unemployment

Figure19; Issues Affecting Women

Figure20;  Issues Affecting Children

Figure21;  Regulatory Failure

Figure22;  Farming

Figure23;  Peopleliving with Disability

Figure24;  Government Accountability

Figure25;  Conflict

Figure26;  Others

Figure27;  Ever Been Asked by A News Reporter to Speak on Any Issue

Figure28;,  Would like to find voicein the News

Figure29;  Rate of Media Coverage of Issues Around the Local Community

Figure30; Do you think when issues that affect people in this community are

reported in the news; it will help to draw government attention to
it?




Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

In order to increase the representation of marginalised voices in the media and improve
accountability at the sub-national and local level, Safer-Media Initiative conducted a
survey to assess media coverage of marginalised people, places and issues in the six
Local Area councils (LAC) of the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), Abuja. This report
presents the findings of the survey. Eighty (80) questionnaires were distributed to each
LAC, and a total of 481 questionnaires were returned and analysed. Factored in were the
voices of marginalised groups, including Women, Youths and Persons with Disability.
The findings of this survey therefore provide baseline for an intervention within SMI's
mandate under the Strengthening Journalism - Independence, Capacity and Presence
(SJ-ICAP) Project.

STUDY OBJECTIVE

The general objective of this baseline study is to provide evidence-based analysis on the
visibility of marginalised voices in the media, the level of media coverage of local issues
and in-depth reporting on governance and accountability at the local levels for
implementation of the SJ-ICAP Project under the Collaborative Media Project.

KEY FINDINGS

1. The survey revealed that majority (69.4%) of survey respondents rate the level of

media coverage of issues around their community unsatisfactory.

2. A large number of respondents (71.1%) opined that there would be recorded
change when issues that affect people in the community are reported in the news.

3. The survey also underscores the need for in-depth reporting of local issues,
including governance and accountability as a majority 52.8% of the survey
respondents said issues around their communities are not well reported in the

news.

4. 63.6% of respondents request to find their voices in the news; reveals the need to
increase the representation of marginalised voices - Women, Youths and Persons

with disabilities - in the news.

5. Alarge proportion of respondents 69.0% are of the opinion that national politics

isreported more often than local issues.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.1 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

Safer-Media Initiative is implementing the SJ-ICAP Project under the Collaborative
Media Engagement for Development, Inclusivity and Accountability Project (The
Collaborative Media Project) of the WSCI], with funding from the MacArthur
Foundation. The Collaborative Media project is designed as a multi-level intervention
for media independence and government accountability. It seeks to strengthen media
independence and presence, especially at state and local government levels in a bid to
improve public awareness and the ecosystem for accountability at the lower level of
government.

The WSCIJ is working with a coalition of young and established media organisations
(including Safer-Media Initiative) to step up professional news coverage, investigative
reporting and advocacy for marginalised and minority groups. The findings of this
survey therefore provide baseline for SMI's implementation of the project and will also
serve as areference tool for other relevant stakeholders.

The Survey field work was carried out from the 23" to 26" of April 2022. All six Area
Councils in the Federal Capital Territory were included in the survey. A comprehensive
analysis of the data collected is presented in this report.

This report is divided into three (3) Chapters providing information on the
methodology, implementation process and the findings from the survey. Safer-Media
Initiative (SMI) engaged the service of experts who analysed the field data collected.

1.2  OBJECTIVEOFTHESTUDY

The general objective of this baseline study is to provide evidence-based analysis on the
visibility of marginalised voices in the media, the level of media coverage of local issues
and in-depth reporting on governance and accountability at the local levels for the
implementation of the SJ-ICAP Project under the Collaborative Media Project.

The specific objectives of the study are to:

1. Ascertain the representation of marginalised voices in the news.

2. Gauge the level of satisfaction among the rural population in the FCT on media
coverage of issues around their communities.

3. Identity priority areas that the population would want the media to cover and
report more often.

4. Determine the level of satisfaction that FCT dwellers have in the media on
coverage of LACs governance and accountability.
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1.3 SCOPEOFTHEWORK

The work scope in this assessment involved the collection of quality field data through
questionnaires, data processing (cleaning and analysis), and reporting

14  GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE

Abuja is the capital and eighth most populous city in Nigeria
(www.britannica.com.2022)

At the 2006 census, the city of Abuja had a population of 776,298 (Policy and Legal
Advocacy Centre; 2013) making it one of the ten most populous cities in Nigeria (placing
eighth as of 2006). According to the United Nations, Abuja grew by 139.7% between 2000
and 2010, making it the fastest growing city in the world (Euromonitor;2010) As of 2015,
the city is experiencing an annual growth of at least 35%, retaining its position as the fastest-
growing city on the African continent and one of the fastest-growing in the world. (Abuja
Facts;2015) (Aguochi, O.J.J; 2004) As of 2016, the metropolitan area of Abuja is estimated at six

million persons, placing it behind only Lagos as the most populous metro area in Nigeria.
(Jaiyeola, Andrews;2017) (ftan.org.ng.2020)

Abuja has six LACs namely; Abaji, Bwari, Gwagwalada, Kuje, Kwali, and Abuja Municipal Area
Council (AMAC). The study was conducted covering the six LACs in the FCT

Map of Abuja Showing the Study Ares

Sowurce | Modified from the Administrative Map of NMigeris
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CHAPTER TWO

21 SURVEYMETHODOLOGY

2.1.1 Study Site

The survey was conducted in the six Area Councils in the Federal Capital Territory
namely; Abaji, Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), Bwari, Gwagwalada, Kuje and
Kwali. Deliberate effort was made to interview the rural population around the Area
Councils.

2.1.2 StudyPopulation

Respondents for the survey were Men, Women and Youths from ages 17-50 and above.
Most of the respondents were from the rural population in the FCT and included ethnic
minorities. The respondents were met and engaged in the survey.

2.1.3 Measuring Instrument

Questionnaire was the measuring instrument of this study. Accordingly, 480
questionnaires went out using the random sampling technique to select what we
considered a representative sample population.

22 IMPLEMENTATION
221 Pretestingof Survey Questionnaire

The pretest took place on the 21* of April 2022 with 10 questionnaires distributed across
the Municipal Area Council; including rural areas in the Council. The objectives of the
field test were as follows;

» To test the survey tools in the field for clarity, understanding, order of flow of the
question and adequacy of questions.
» Toassess thelength of time it takes to complete questionnaire.

At the end of field work, a debriefing session was held with the Executive Director and
the questionnaire was amended based on the pretest findings.

2.2.2 DataCollection

The data collection for the baseline survey took place from the 23" to 26" of April 2022.
All the field data collectors in the six (6) LACs received one day online training via Zoom
on the survey methodology and sampling method. Following which the guideline was
sent to them for reference purpose. The training was anchored by the Program Manager

and facilitated by the Executive Director.
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2.2.3 DataProcessing and Analysis

All 480 questionnaires were returned from the field to SMI's office and then forwarded
to the Analysts for data processing; which included, editing, data entry and data
cleaning.

Further editing and data analysis were done using Statistical Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS). Following data entry and cleaning, the results were presented in tables and
charts.

2.2.4 Ethical Considerations

Each questionnaire had an informed consent attached to it and was either given to be
read (for the educated) or read to every respondent. Each gave their consent to be
interviewed and was also assured of anonymousness of data collected.

23 LIMITATIONS

'No probability sampling technique was used to select respondents, caution must
therefore be applied in making generalization about the findings of this survey with
regard to media coverage of marginalized people, places and issues within the FCT.

Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the data collected and presented in

this report. However, data are consistently being updated. Therefore, it will be
necessary to consult the original sources if current data is required.
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CHAPTER THREE

31  SURVEYFINDINGS
3.1.1 Response Rate

All six (6) Local Area Councils (LAC) in the FCT were included in the baseline survey. A
total of 481 participants were interviewed.

The table below shows the overall response rate and percentage distribution for each
Local Area Council (LAC).

Table 1; Response Rate to Baseline Survey

Local Area Council Response Rate

L A Council Percent
Abaji

Bwari

Gwagwalada

Kuje
Kwali
Municipal

Total

3.2.1 CorelIndicators

Table 2; Survey Core Indicators

LAC Response Rate

Sex of Respondents

Marital Status

Educational Qualification

Occupation

Disability

News through conventional media

Other source you get News

O© 00 3 & U =B W N =

If issues affecting the community are well reported
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News on the performance of the Chairman

Issues of bad governance reported at the Local Council level

Ever been asked by News reporter to speak on any issues

Do you find issues affecting your community reported in the News?

Issues you find more often in the News

Would you like to find your voice in the News?

Issues you would like the media to report

Do you think issues that affect people in this community are reported in the News?

Overall rating of the level of media coverage of issues around your community

3.2.2 LACResponse Rate
The baseline survey response rate from each Area Council in the FCT is as shown in the

figure below.

Figure 1; Response Rate

Local Area Council Response Rate

17.3
16.8
16.6 16.6
16.4
16.2

Abaji Bwari Gwagwalada Kuje Kwali Municipal
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3.2.3 Sex

The chart below shows the percentage of male and female respondents interviewed
across all the Area Councils.

Figure 2; Sex of respondents

SEX

® Male = Female

The chart shows that 256 male (59.5%) and 195 females (40.5%) responded to the survey.
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3.2.4 Marital Status

Figure 3; Marital Status

Marital status

54.7
2.1
[ ]
Single Married Divorced
3.2.5 Educational Qualifications
Figure 4; Educational Qualification
Educational qualification
38.3
18.1
11.4

WAEC/SSCE DIPLOMA/NCE DEGREE OTHERS




£DIA 7y,
%,\\ ///{/

& Z
= 7 - Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

3.2.6 Occupation

Figure 5; Occupation

Occupation
51.4
34.5
14.1 I
Civil Servant Self Employed Others

3.2.7 Disability

The percentage of respondents with disabilities from all the Local Area Councils are as
shown in the figure below.

Figure 6; Disability

Suffer any disability

mYes mNo
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The chart shows that 40 (8.3%) persons with disability were interviewed out of the 481
respondents

3.2.8 Newssource
Figure 7; Respondents Who Receive News through Conventional Media
Q7 NEWS THROUGH THE CONVENTIONAL MEDIA BY AGE

71.7

28.0
24.4
19.6
11.5
.10‘1 . - I
No

Yes Sometimes

m 18-27 m 28-50 = Above 50

The chart shows that 61.9% (135), 64% (139) and 71.7% (33) of respondents between ages
17-27,28-50 and above 50 respectively, get their news through conventional media

Figure 8; Other News Source

Q8 OTHER SOURCE YOU GET NEWS BY AGE

53.0

19.6

Internet Social Media Others

m18-27 m28-50 m Above 50
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The chart shows the percentage of respondents who get their news through social
media, internet and other unconventional news source.

3.2.9 NewsReporting

Figures 9,10,11, 12 and Tables 3,4,5 and 6 below, show the analysis of the responses
across all the age group on news reporting across all the six (6) Local Are Councils (LAC)
inFCT

Figure 9; Well Reporting of Issues Affecting Their Local Community

Q9 ISSUES AFFECTING YOUR COMMUNITY ARE WELL REPORTED BY AGE

60.4
522
45.4
29.8
24.8 61
217
19.8 I 19.8
No

Yes Don't know

B Seriesl W Series2 M Series3

Table 3; Well Reporting of Issues Affecting Their Local Community

Q9 ISSUES AFFECTING YOUR COMMUNITY ARE WELL REPORTED BY AGE

24.5 52.8
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Figure 10; The Report of The News on Performance of The Chairman of The Area

Council

Q10 NEWS ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE CHAIRMAN BY AGE

49.8
45.7
41.3
339
28.3 28.6
26.1
24.8
I 21.7
Yes No

Sometimes

m18-27 m28-50 mAbove 50

Table 4; The Report of The News on Performance of The Chairman of The Area

Council

Q10 NEWS ON THE PERFORMANCE OF THE CHAIRMAN BY AGE

18-27
28-50 21.7 498 286 47 108 62 217 100.0
Above 50 283 26.1 157 13 12 21 16 100.0

| 210 157 481 100.0

Total
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Figure11; Report on Issues of Bad Governance at the Local Council

Q11 ISSUES OF BAD GOVERNANCE AT THE LOCAL COUNCIL LEVEL BY AGE

67.7
60.9
58.7
243
21.7
17.0
15.7
No

Yes

16.6 17.4

Don't know

m18-27 m28-50 mAbove 50

Table 5; Report on Issues of Bad Governance at the Local Council

Q11 ISSUES OF BAD GOVERNANCE AT THE LOCAL COUNCIL LEVEL BY AGE

Total

Age Yes No know
18-27 243 58.7 17.0 53 128 37 218 100.0
28-50 15.7 67.7 16.6 34 147 36 217 100.0
Above 50

Total 20.2
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Figure12; Report of Issues Affecting the Local Community in the News

Q13 DO YOU FIND ISSUES AFFECTING YOUR COMMUNITY REPORTED IN THE NEWS BY AGE

69.6

19.7

18.3

8.7

Fequently Rarely Never

H18-27 m28-50 mAbove 50

Table 6; Report of Issues Affecting the Local Community in the News

Q13 DO YOU FIND ISSUES AFFECTING YOUR COMMUNITY REPORTED IN THE NEWS BY AGE

V- Fequently | Rarely Never Total
18-27 183 61.9 19.7 40 135 43 218 100.0
28-50 16.6 57.6 258 36 125 56 217 100.0
Above 50 8.7 69.6 21.7 4 32 10 46 100.0

Total
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3.2.10 Issuesin The News

The figure attached shows analysis of the responses on issues mostly reported in the

news

Figure 13;Issues Found More Often in the News

Q14 ISSUES YOU FIND MORE OFTEN IN THE NEWS BY AGE

73.9

19.3
166 1, 147
I I -

l I :

National Politics Local Issues Not sure
W 18-27 m28-50 m Above 50

Table7; Issues you find more oftenin the news by age

Q14 ISSUES YOU FIND MORE OFTEN IN THE NEWS BY AGE

National Local

Politics  |Issues Not sure Total
68.3 19.3 124 149 42 27 218 100.0
68.7 16.6 14.7 149 36 32 217 100.0
739 15.2

17.7
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3.2.11 Issues ThatWould Like Found in The Media
Fromfigure14 -26, “Yes’ represent the percentage of respondents from each age bracket
who want to find these issues reported. While ‘No” represent the percentage of

respondents from each age bracket who did not select these issues to be reported in the
news This analysis cutacross all the LACs in the FCT.

Figure 14; Growing Rate of Poverty

Q17A GROWING RATE OF POVERTY REPORTED BY AGE

80.4
76.0
60.1
39.9
I :

18-27 28-50 Above 50

19.6

HYes % HMNo %

Table8; Growingrate o f Poverty reported byAge
Q17A GROWING RATE OF POVERTY REPORTED BY AGE

Age
18-27
28-50
Above 50
Total

76.0 24.0 165 52 217 100.0
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Figure 15; Access to Good Water

Q17B ACCESS TO GOOD WATER REPORTED BY AGE

61.5
55.3
52.2
47.8
44.7
38.5 I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
mYes % WM No %

Table9; Accessto Good Water Reported by Age

Q17B ACCESS TO GOOD WATER REPORTED BY AGE
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Figure16; Health

Q17C HEALTH REPORTED BY AGE

Above 50

44.2

28-50

55.8

18-27

ENo % mYes %
Table10; Health Reported by Age

Q17C HEALTH REPORTED BY AGE
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Figure17; Education

Q17D EDUCATION REPORTED BY AGE

58.3
49.8 50.2 50.0 50.0
41.7 I I I I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
HYes % ENo %

Table11; Education Reported by Age

Q17D EDUCATION REPORTED BY AGE
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Figure 18; Youth Unemployment

Q17E YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT REPORTED BY AGE

724
70.6
67.4
32,6
29.4
I |

18-27 28-50 Above 50

HYes % WNo %

Table12; Youth Unemployment Reported by Age

Q17E YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT REPORTED BY AGE
Age
18-27
28-50
Above 50
Total
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Figure 19;Issues Affecting Women

Q17F ISSUES AFFECTING WOMEN REPORTED BY AGE

64.2
535 54.3
46.5 45.7
35.8 I I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
mYes % WNo %

Table13; Issues AffectingWomen Reported by Age

Q17F ISSUES AFFECTING WOMEN REPORTED BY AGE
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Figure 20; Issues Affecting Children

Q17G ISSUES AFFECTING CHILDREN REPORTED BY AGE

77.1
63.6
543
457
36.4
: I
18-27 28-50 Above 50

HYes % HMNo %

Table 14; Issues Affecting Children Reported by Age

Q17G ISSUES AFFECTING CHILDREN REPORTED BY AGE
Age

18-27

28-50

Above 50
Total
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Figure 21; Regulatory Failure

Q17H REGULATORY FAILURE REPORTED BY AGE

70.2
58.1
56.5
43.5
41.9
29.8 I I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
HmYes % WMNo %

Table 15; Regulatory Failure Reported by Age

Q17H REGULATORY FAILURE REPORTED BY AGE




&
& -~
= 7 = Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

Figure 22; Farming
Q171 FARMING REPORTED BY AGE

72.9
65.0
56.5
43.5
35.0

18-27 28-50 Above 50
BmYes % HMNo %

Table 16; Farming Reported by Age

Q171 FARMING REPORTED BY AGE

Age

18-27

28-50

Above 50
Total
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Figure 23; People living with Disability

Q17) PEOPLE LIVING WITH DISABILITIES REPORTED BY AGE

67.4
576 58.7
42.4 213
32‘6 I I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
mYes % MWNo %

Table 17; People Living With Disabilities Reported by Age

Q17] PEOPLE LIVING WITH DISABILITIES REPORTED BY AGE

Age
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Figure 24; Government Accountability

Q17K GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTED BY AGE

59.6
56.5
54.4
45.6
43.5
40'4 I I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
HMYes % HWMNo %

Table18; Government Accountability Reported by Age

Q17K GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTED BY AGE

Age
18-27

28-50
Above 50
Total
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Figure 25; Conflict

Q17L CONFLICT REPORTED BY AGE

62.8
58.1
52.2
47.8
41.9
37.2 I

18-27 28-50 Above 50
HMYes % W No %

Table19; Conflict Reported by Age

Q17L CONFLICT REPORTED BY AGE

Age

18-27

28-50

Above 50
Total
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Figure 26; Others

Q17M OTHERS REPORTED BY AGE

84.8

15.2

15.2

10.1

18-27 28-50 Above 50
HmYes % HMNo %

Table 20; Others Reported by Age

Q17M OTHERS REPORTED BY AGE
Age

18-27

28-50

Above 50
Total
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3.2.12 Finding Voiceinthe News

The charts below shows the level of marginalized voices in the coverage of news in the
FCT and their need to find their voices in the news.

Figure 27; Ever Been Asked by A News Reporter to Speak on Any Issue

Q12 EVER BEEN ASKED BY NEWS REPORTER TO SPEAK ON ANY ISSUES BY AGE
87.1

78.3

21.7

28-50 Above 50
HmYes % HWNo %

Figure 28; Would like to find their voice in the News

Q15 WOULD YOU LIKE TO FIND YOUR VOICE IN THE NEWS BY AGE

Undecided

No

Yes

W Above 50 m28-50 m18-27
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3.2.13 Overall Rate of Media Coverage of Issues Around the Local Community
Figure 29; Rate of Media Coverage of Issues Around the Local Community

Q19 OVERALL, RATE THE LEVEL OF MEDIA COVERAGE OF ISSUES AROUND YOUR
COMMUNITY BY AGE

80.4

75.1
61.5
21.1
17.4
12.9
10.9 12.0
. . . :

Unsatifactory Undecided
W 18-27 m28-50 m Above 50

Satifactory

Table 21; Overall, rate the level of Media Coverage of issues around your Community

by Age

Q19 OVERALL, RATE THE LEVEL OF MEDIA COVERAGE OF ISSUES AROUND YOUR COMMUNITY BY AGE

Undecide
V.V Satifactory| Unsatifactory| d Total
18-27 211 615 174 46 134 38 218 100.0
28-50 129 75.1 12.0 28 163 26 217 100.0
Above 50 109 80.4 8.7 5 37 4 46 100.0

Total
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Figure 30; Do you think when issues that affect people in this community are reported
inthe news; it will help to draw government attention to it?

Q18 DO YOU THINK WHEN ISSUES THAT AFFECT PEOPLE IN THIS COMMUNITY ARE REPORTED

IN THE NEWS BY AGE

76.1
733

18.8
16.1
13.3 13.0
10.9 . . l
No

Yes Don't know

m18-27 m28-50 HAbove 50

Table 22; Do you think when issues that affect people in this Community are Reported
in the News by Age

Q18 DO YOU THINK WHEN ISSUES THAT AFFECT PEOPLE IN THIS COMMUNITY ARE
REPORTED IN THE NEWS BY AGE
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

mong other key findings, this survey identified priority areas that the

population would want to find often in news coverage. These include

Youth Unemployment, Government Accountability, Regulatory
failure, Health, Education etc. In the next few weeks, applications will be
opened for journalists interested in telling stories that are vital for these
communities. Following the call for application, Safer-Media Initiative will
select, train and support local journalists to cover these topics and uncover the
stories that need to be told.

SMI also recommends the survey report as a reference tool to newsrooms and

journalists interested in creating new beats and stories that will give voice to

some of the most under represented groups in society.
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APPENDIX

QUESTIONNAIRE

INFORMED CONSENT

Good morning/afternoon/evening. My name is
-- I am representing Safer-Media Initiative, a non-profit organisation based
here in Abuja. The goal of the organisation is to reinforce the role of independent
media as watch dog and to provide voice for everyone. Safer-Media Initiative
believes in the high value and importance of the independent media as a
foundation block for a democratic society and a catalyst for development.

In order to increase the representation of marginalised voices in the media and
improve accountability at the sub-national and local level, we are conducting a
survey to assess media coverage of marginalised people, places and issues in
the six area councils of the Federal Capital Territory - Abuja. We would like to
ask you some questions. Your honest answers are important for this data
collection.

Please note that the information you supply will be used for this research
purpose only, and remains confidential. Do I have your permission to continue
with the interview?

Date: Name of Interviewer:
Questionnaire NO: ~--------------- Location:
Local Council Area:
PARTA
1. SEX MALE|[ ] FEMALE [ ]
2. AGE 1827 [ ] 2850 [ ] ABOVES0 [ ]
3. MARITALSTATUS
Single [ ]
Married [ ]
Divorced [ ]
4. EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION
WAEC/SSCE [ ]
DIPLOMA /NCE [ ]
DEGREE [ ]

OTHERS [ ]




Baseline Survey Report on the Representation of Marginalised Voices and Reporting of Local Issues in the Media

5. OCCUPATION

CIVILSERVANT [ 1]
SELF EMPLOYED [ ]
OTHERS [ ]

6. Doyousufferany disability ~ Yes [ ] No [ ]

PARTB

7. Do you get news through the conventional media?
(Radio/Television/Newspaper)
Yes() No() Sometimes( )

8. From which other source do you getnews?
Internet( ) Social Media () Others ()

9. Do you think the issues affecting your community are well
reported in thenews? Yes( ) No( ) don'tknow ()

10. Do you get news on the performance of the Chairman of this Area
Council Yes( )No( )Sometimes ( )

11. Do you think issues of bad governance at the Local Council Level
are well reported in thenews? Yes ( ) No ( ) don'tknow ()

12.  Have you ever been asked by a news reporter to speak on any

issues you feel so concerned about? Yes ( )No ()

13.  How often do you find issues affecting your community reported
inthenews? Frequently[ ]| Rarely[ ] Never[ ]

14.  Which of theseissues do you find more often in the news?

National Politics[ ]Localissues| ]Notsure[ ]
15.  Would you like to find your voice in the news?
Yes[ ]No[ ] Undecided|[ ]
16.  Arethereissues you would like the media toreport?
Yes[ |No[ ]
17.  Whatare theissues you would like find in the news?
(Circle all Responses) Growing rate of Poverty [ ]
AccesstoGoodwater[ ]|Health[ ]Education
Youth Unemployment[ ]IssuesaffectingWomen|[ ]
Issues Affecting Children Regulatory Failure|[ = ]Farming[ ]
People Living with Disabilities[ ]
Government Accountability [ ] Conflict[ ]
others (specify)

18.  Doyou think when issues that affect people in this community are

reported in the news; it will help to draw government attention to
it?Yes[ |No[ ]JDon'tknow[ ]
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19. Overall, how would you rate the level of media coverage
of issues around your community? Satisfactory [ ]
Unsatisfactory [ ] Undecided [ ]

20.  Are you happy with this interview? Yes[ |[No[ ]

Thank you.




®

Mailing Address: HSE 13, Beechwood Avenue,
Minfa 1 Garden Estate, Lokogoma District,
Abuja-Nigeria.

©
+234 (0) 9070919080

www.safer-mediainitiative.org

email:smi@safer-mediainitiative.org
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